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ABSTRACT

This study discusses the interaction between the subjective social status (SSS) and the
self-rated health status (SRHS) of the elderly, further analyzing the effects of housing tenure on
these variables. The heterogeneity is considered within the context of a bivariate model of SSS
and SRHS. The results indicate that (1) SSS and SRHS significantly reinforce each other; (2)
renters think of themselves as having lower social status; (3) elderly individuals who actively
participate in club activities and serve as leaders consider themselves to have higher SSS and
SRHS; and (4) income, gender, and cognitive function significantly explain the heterogeneous
differences between SSS and SRHS. This study provides a reference basis for the self-
evaluation of the elderly in an aged society.
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