EEFR F—M REN+H=F—A $48%F FUET-T4R :
JOURNAL OF HOUSING STUDY NO.1, JAN. 1993 RESERACH pp. 47—74

BRI | e — R
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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study is to test what factors are statistically significant in explaining the life
spans of demolished buildings once existing in Taipei. The covariance analysis is employed to take
account of the fact that the data set is drawn from different demolished years. For the data composed
of wooden and brick buildings, the statistical analysis shows that the construction type and the floor
area ratio of the demolished buildings are the two significant factors. The former one coincides with
the traditional belief that the main material used in constructing the b'uildings will determine their
own life spans. The latter one suggests that old buildings with higher floor area ratios, which usually
also enjoyed a larger increase in land price, are prone to be demolished earlier. The data also shows
that the distributions of life spans for the two types of buildings are quite different. The life span of
wooden buildings has a uniform distribution. That of brick buildings, a normal distribution.
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