55 —78
JOURNAL OF HOUSING STUDIES, VOLUME 11 NO. 1, FEB. 2002 RESEARCH pp.55-78

1990 *
The Effects of Intergenerational Housing Transfer on the
Subjective Social Class: An Empirical Study of Taiwan in 1990s

**

Ping-Hsiang Hsu

1990
Peter Saunders
1997
1882
John Rex
Rex Peter Saunders (Consumption Sector
Cleavages)
ABSTRACT

The main purposes of this paper are whether intergenerational housing transfer causes some kind of
social status and how housing ownership effects the subjective social class. The empirical caseis based on
the observation of the Taiwanese society in 1990s. The hypothesis, based on saunders's theory of the
"consumption sector cleavages', istested: the subjective socia class of people who receive housing transfer
from parents are higher than the ones who own their houses by themselves. By using 1882 samples from the
Taiwan Social Change Survey (3rd time in the 3rd period), the empirical results do not support the
hypothesis. Generally speaking, the Subjective social class of people who own their houses by themselves
are higher than the ones who receive intergenerational housing transfer. The results also show that housing
ownership partially represents the social status, and the effect of housing ownership on social statusis
underestimated by academies.

In the aspect of evolution of the housing class theory, the empirical results do not support John Rex's
pioneering theory by identifying housing types. Obviously, Rex made the mistakes of housing determinism.
Besides, Saunders's theory is not enough for the explanation of the subjective socia class manner related to
intergenerational housing transfer in the Taiwanese society.
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