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ABSTRACT

This article aims to discuss Taiwan’s village relocation policy and to introduce the role of
NGOs participating in the process of relocation following natural disasters. It first begins with a
review of the historical development of governmental disaster-induced village relocation policy.
In addition, the 921 Earthquake Relief Foundation responses to this issue are also introduced
to illustrate the partnership developed between the government and the villagers. Next, several
examples of the planned village relocation in Taiwan are presented, and issues related to the
practice of village relocation are discussed. Factors linked to successes and/or failures during the
process of relocation are also outlined. Finally, suggestions regarding the disaster victims’ will-
ingness and ability to organize the rebuilding or relocation process are provided, and the govern-
ment’s responsibilities and provisions regarding financial incentives, housing options, and the
practical problems of housing construction are explained.
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