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ABSTRACT

Housing design is hardly a received area of academic research in the field of housing study, the pa-
per attempts to establish it as a legitimate research area by addressing to some basic issues frequently over-
looked both in the world of practice and the intellectual circle. The issues are argued from the recognition
of the fact of life-in-change on the one hand, and the understanding of the structure/infill relation of built
environments on the other hand, to systemize the ideas of Habraken's Open Building theory. A few theses
are developed from these issues to provide some performance criteria to which a good housing design
method should comform. The method devised consists of 6 design operations: Type analysis, Unit analy-
sis, Zoning analysis, Sector analysis, Structure analysis, and Facility analysis. The design method can suf-
ficiently satisfy those criteria, and are valid for the designs across different environmental levels as well.
(Keywords: Open building, Housing design, Design theory and methods)
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