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ABSTRACT

House type is one of the most Interesting phenomena in built environments . However , it is also often
overlooked by design professions who usually are very much occupied by their idiosyncratical creativity .
This paper intends to reemphasize the importance of type to housing design . Type is first seen as a spatial
norm shared by its user group . One of the salient characters of type is its anonymity . It follows that type
cannot be designed as a blueprint-like product , instead , it should be specified as a set of rules by which large
amount of instances can be generated . The type-based design in this sense is to apply the rule system to a
given program that will produce a specific design belonging to the type family . Type changes in an
evolutionary way by constantly adjusting its spatial structure to meet the new needs and the constraints of the
environment in which it emerges . Design profession will intervene only when it is helpful to this
evolutionary process . Three typical urban housing types in Taiwan - the row house , the shophouse , and the
walk-up apartment - are studied to demonstrate the principles and techniques of typological specification as
a new methodology for housing design .
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